
1 John
● Jesus, Continued

2 Truths
● Jesus is Lord AND God is Light

3 Tests
● Moral / Social / Doctrinal



This is his commandment, that we believe 
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. - 1 John 3:23

For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome. - 1 John 5:3



I write these things to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, that you 
may know that you have eternal life.

1 John 5:13



We know that everyone who has been 
born of God does not keep on sinning, 
but he who was born of God protects him, 
and the evil one does not touch him. 
We know we are from God, and the whole 
world lies in the power of the evil one.

1 John 5:18-19



And we know that the Son of God has 
come and has given us understanding, 
so that we may know him who is true; 
and we are in him who is true, in his 
Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life. 

1 John 5:20



Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols.

1 John 5:21



Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. [The End?!?!]
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*When Christ is minimized, idols will rise.

*When Christ is exalted, idols will fall. 

1 John 5:21



We know that everyone who has been 
born of God does not keep on sinning, 
but he who was born of God protects him, 
and the evil one does not touch him. 
We know we are from God, and the whole 
world lies in the power of the evil one.

1 John 5:18-19



And we know that the Son of God has 
come and has given us understanding, 
so that we may know him who is true; 
and we are in him who is true, in his 
Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God 
and eternal life. 

1 John 5:20



Little children, 
[vulnerable]

keep yourselves from idols.
[ongoing action]

1 John 5:21



● We were created to worship!
○ Idols take the place of God
○ Good gift that becomes a terrible god
○ Turns “through” into “to”
○ Live with fear of losing it

1. Identify the Idols



● We were created to worship!
● We become what we behold!

○ Shape our heart, mind, and desires.
○ Transactional, not relational.
○ Lead to angry mobs or empty isolation.

Identify the Idols



● Person, Thing, Activity, False Doctrine
● Core Idols:

○ Power
○ Control
○ Comfort
○ Approval

Identify the Idols



● Release Your Grip
● Look to Christ
● Learn from Others
● Repeat

2. Keep Yourselves from Idols



What is dominating my life?
What am I afraid to lose?
Lord, I’m drawn to this idol because it 
provides _________________.
(Power, Control, Comfort, Approval)

Prayer



Jesus, 
● I submit to your power.
● I surrender to your control.
● I receive your comfort.
● I desire your approval.

Prayer


