Tonight @ Spm

e Business Meeting
o 2025 Financial Report; 2026 Updates
e Deacon Ordination Service

o Gary Garretson, Tony Meek, John
Melton, David Ross, Bryan Woodward



1 John

2 Truths
e Jesusis Lord AND God is Light

3 Tests
e Moral, Social, Doctrinal

(adapted from Stott's Tyndale Commentary)



1 John 2:12

| am writing to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven for his
name's sake [on account of his name].

“Never compare your beginning to someone
else’s middle.” - Jon Acuff



1 John 2:13a

| am writing to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the

beginning.

| am writing to you, young men, because
you have overcome the evil one.




1 John 2:13b

| write [different tense] to you, children,
because you know the Father.

(Verse 12 - because your sins are forgiven)



1 John 2:14a

| write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the

beginning.

(Verse 13 - the same “because” statement)



1 John 2:14b

| write to you, young men,

because you are strong, and the word
of God abides in you, and you have
overcome the evil one.

(Verse 13 - you have overcome the evil one)



The Assurance of the Church

e Doctrines of Salvation
o Justification
o Adoption
o Sanctification



The Assurance of the Church

e Doctrines of Salvation
e Wisdom of Generations
o Strengthened by Others
o Stablility of Long-term Faith

*Linked Lunch - March 1st @ Noon



1 John 2:15
Do not love the world or the things in

the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of [for] the Father is not in him.

Love = devotion

World = way of life opposed to God



1 John 2:16

For all that is In the world—

the desires of the flesh and
the desires of the eyes and
the pride of life—

is not from the Father
but is from the world.



1 John 2:17

And the world is passing away along
with its desires,

but whoever does the will of God
abides forever.



The Temptation of the World

e Alluring
o Short-term Satisfaction
o Self-promotion
e Empty
o Not from the Father
o Will Not Last



Response
Lent and the Lord’s Supper

Draw us away from the world and
Point us to Christ and His Church.



“y@hat which is from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the
word of life - 2 the life was made manifest. and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest
to us - 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our jou may be complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to pou, that God
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 3t we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we sap we have no sin, we decieve ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. g 3f we confess our sins, he is faithtul and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all uncighteousness. 1o 3t we say we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 1 My little children, J amwriting these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anpone does sin, we have an
adviocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the ighteous. 2 He is the propitiation for ovr sing, and wel Lor cues only but alse for the sins of the whole world. 53 And bu this
we know that we have come to know him, ifwe keep his commandments. 4 Whoever saus ”3 know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liax, and the truth is
not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him teuly the love of God is perfected. Ly this we mau know that we ave in him: 0 whoever saus he abides i1 im ought to
walk in the same wap inwhich he watker 7 Teloted, 3 am writing (02w 0 commandw e, bit an old command, ~ut that uou had trom the beginning. The old
commandmentisthewordpoubavehe> ¢+ 2 ¢ frat M 0 DSa N oomm D Bt W oA W B 3 P& Ay i fucinjimandinuou, because the vackness
15 passing awap and the true lightisalee & hinvg jJ D w.e sa1 Ysinth [ € o 2 8/ 8 @ ¢ 8 1 md & iss jo ¥Whoever loucshis brother abidesin
the light, and in him there isno can o st oo, 1o, SCUET Y. ubr i dr. Ou s, 5 div. o . S0 ot 2 4. 30085 not know where he 15 going,
because the darkness has blinded his eues. 12 3am writing to you little childven, because uour sins are forgiven for his name’s sake. 13 3 am writing to you, fathers,
because pou know him who is from the beginning. 3 am writing to you, poung men, &0 it »° veith e tueicom et e elu a0 Jwrite to pou, children, because uou know
the JFather. 14 Jweite to you fathers, because pou know him who is from the beginning. 3 write to you, poung men, because you ace strong, and the word of God abides
inyou, and you have overcome the evil one. 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. 3t anyone loves the world, the love of the Father isnot in him. 10 For all
thatisin the world - the desives of the flesh and the desives of the eyes and pride of [ife - is not from the Father but is from theworld. 17 And the world is passing away
along with its desives, but whoever does the will of God abides forever, 16 Children it is the last hour, and as uou jaue heard that antichrist is coming, 50 now many
antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 Thep twend out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that thew all ave not of us. 20 Buf vou have been anointed by the Holy One, and pou all have
knoweledge. 21 3 write to uou, not because pou do not knotw it, and because no lie iz of the truth. 22 MWho is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?> Thisis
the antichrist, hewbo denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the FFather also. 24 Lecwhat you have
heard from the beginning abide in you. 3f what you have heard from the beginmng abides in gou, then pon oo will abide in the Sen and in the Father.
25 And this is the promise that e maoe to s - eternal life.




